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Creativity Shows in Graphic Design Program
Dave Bohannan’s Wall of Fame is a sight to behold. Not only for its visual
appeal, but for what it represents.
“The walls here are filled with great art and it inspires students to do great
things,” said Bohannan, who is the Graphic Design instructor at North
Technical High School. “When others come in here, they’re blown away by
this program and can’t wait to get in it.”
One student that has a presence on the wall is Chelsea Buckley, a junior at North
Tech. “Chelsea’s awesome,” Bohannan said. “She’s a class leader and always
willing to help anyone with questions. She’s quite a standout on my Wall of Fame.”
Although it wasn’t specifically the Wall of Fame that attracted Chelsea to North
Tech, she did take note of what the school had to offer her as an aspiring artist.
“What interested me about this school was definitely the graphic design program,”
Chelsea said. “I’ve been drawing for 14 years — since I could pick up a pencil.”
Well beyond working with a pencil now, Chelsea is progressing through the
curriculum that teaches students how to use Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator and
InDesign. However, the class does start at the most basic level.
“We start with just pencil and paper before you work your way to the computers,”
Chelsea said. “At first we work on learning how to draw the human body.”
“I begin with the basics because some students come in with little or no drawing
experience,” said Bohannan, who tries to tailor his class to the needs of his
students. “We do a lot of anatomical studies because many of our students want to
be video game designers and animators. They need to know the human body and
the movement of muscles. We work a lot with shading and light sources — that’s
something you’ll use your whole career.”
Chelsea is no exception. Her initial plan was to go into video game design. But currently,
she has her sights set on the Art Institute of Chicago.
“I want to go to Chicago,” she said. “Eventually I want to design clothes and T-shirts,
and start my own business as well.”
Chelsea and her Graphic Design program classmates receive a unique hands-on education
that equips them better for the next level of education.
“They’re miles ahead,” Bohannan said. “Because they’ve already learned all the basics.”
Although only a junior, Chelsea is already laying the groundwork for post-secondary success. When
she isn’t competing at SkillsUSA or with the North Tech soccer team, she is active in the Saturday
Bridge Program at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, an academic skills workshop program. n
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Feb. 20, 7-8:30 p.m.
SSD Central Office, Room 60–61
At this event, parents will be able to visit
with providers of summer programs and
camps that include all children. Recreation
voucher and funding information will be
presented from 7–7:20 p.m. Opportunities
for students of all ages will be available.

Comprehension Strategies for
Elementary Readers
April 4, 7-9 p.m.
Presenter: Mitzi Brammer, Ph.D.
SSD Central Office, Room 60
This workshop will provide strategies that
help children understand new vocabulary,
connect new learning to prior knowledge,
create images, determine main idea,
summarize and more.

SSD Technical High Schools:
Is This a Good Fit for Your
Son or Daughter?
April 8, 6:30-8 p.m.
SSD Central Office, Room 60
Presenters: Rosina Palmer
& Elizabeth Hinn
Hear from staff members at North and
South Technical high schools about
prerequisite skills for various programs,
admission requirements and situational
assessments to help determine a student’s
interests and aptitude.
For more information about
these events or to register,
visit www.ssdmo.org/cool_
tools/workshops.html or call
314.989.7807 or 711 (Deaf/HOH).

